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Wilderneſs leaning caning upon. Her 


more particularly ro the Y ; and. 
And gan guadienlectyes the drag 


By one who travds in Spiric for the Þre: 
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A Salutation to the "Church of © {| 
God ,, . the Spoufe of Chriſt j 
coming out of the Wilderneſs, 

| leaning upon Her Beloved. - 


| 


Righteous Houſho1d.of God, buitt upon the faun« 
dation of. the - Apojiles and Prophets, 'Fefus | 
7 =" 


. 


Chrift himſelf being the chief *Corner | 
' The Lord thy God which hath Fara” ye 8 
fromthe barren Monntains, and fitly:frametd nm; 
thee into an hoty Buziding in, free Love 
and mercy been pleaſed, ( Bleſſed be his name) 
tolet me ſee in my latter dayes 4 gilimps of thy; 
Beauty, and to taſf of thy Heavenly bread 
and living Water, ſealed up from impure 
Hearts, and inclojed as a Garden from” the: 
wild Beaſts of the Forrefts. 


' His Moraing being tht4 of the 2 Mo: 

itthe year 1682.evenby breakof day, 

- The -{ence. of -my Mercies, and thy 

Sorrows and- Exerciſes, 0 Woman cloathe# 

with the Sun, Ny 33g within me, 
18 2 
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'How dothy envious and ſabrtile *Adverla- 
ries fret” arid chafe to ee thee travelling'iin 
good order, even as an Army with Ban-: 


ners: Yea, there is a fear {cizeththem to lee 
thee walk” wiſely, 1 $4: 18:15. | Hence 
ariſe fo many endeavours {o many deviles to 
diſorder thy Camp, and ſo ro weaken thy" 
'. Handsinthy Spiritual Warfare. Somcrtimes * 
protanc*high Spirits aflaule and carry awa 
_ thy outward Subpance, "abuſe thy Friends 
and Impriſonthem ofteri unto Death. © Bur 
when this roaring Lyor fees he cannot hurt 
thee, "then he craftily ttansformshimlſelf in- 
roan Angelof-Light.- "And here I feel my" 
Heattand Life concern'd forthy a Fs 
: ee abs, whoſe years in this World, as 


 wellas ih Truth, have been but few.' "Theſe- 
arein greaterdanger than thoſe of full Age, 
Who by reaſon of uſe; have their {ences 'ex- 
crciſed to ' diſcern ' both”*good- and evil, 
Heb. 5.14. Theſe ate ſooneſt allured with +. 
fine Words, eſpecially when fpokenby ſuch 
as call rhemſelves the Chriſftzan Friends, and * 
caii be as bold as Harnnaniah, Fer. 28.3. ſay" 
ing, Thu ſaith the Lord God of Tſraet,” when” 
acfaics no ſuch matter, and under prerenice - 
of breaking the Yoke of Babi/on, in a heat - 
endeavour to break off rhe Yoke of Chrift 9 


"0 a ©. a RD > = A coco, # #. a. ws he oO 


La . 


FR Dear 


£69 
; Ewe , Innovations', on gre i} 


ic made a impreſſion 
ms old frxed Zeal me EE all 
Perſecution for Conſcierite ſake. -So the Tejti- 
wmonies hen Forms rn lheg y 
from-dead Forms ) was ing 
oe hr i fior in the leaſt mi- 
[LG EICy hid un- 
| Toes of rath, wherefore m true 
Hjon'ro s true Chrifier Liberty | writ to 
_ Friends whom - I obſcryed 
, darn ruſted had atendency 
-andIworded it high withthem 
oftharEvil. **Andf 

oy this was the utinoſt o 

| yer ſome began to fear 1 way 


cunalng; into ns and Confufon. * But 

I. wagin peace miſtruſting Nothing ; or felr 

a d Spirit at and Aa to 
wrong canking it, 


make a. fttrcher uſe of it, yea and a mg 
in Print Camknogn. vo me?) ſome thin 


war work inme alla har Pract wel 
infarmed::-: 


El priams papdhs more-narrowly to mind 
ts on bork fides, and bo 


C7 ) 

- the Light and Meaſare of Gods w iſto ny 
we, tofu tore Ros of i 
n Ee CNATICES all | 
and ac kfiat Sorhe Lord will by degrees }. 
CY ans nh ban fo honour him, 

imp are ſingly bent ro honour 
and will keep them trom wandcring | 
ro the right hand or.the left. "The it m_ 
To viz, Per ſecutions of open Enemies, to 
bring ou ak ro weak difanulFd- Forms 
ements, I donot muchfear. Theri 
hand Snar&s take moſt. Theſe are laid by 
fuch as pretend to be in the righe'way, for 
God, for Chrif,, for Scripture , yea for the * 
Dottrin of our Day, "The Light within. And © 
here the my * your Peace and Unity: hs, | 
crept in, under a oe 'prerence. 
Forms , Orders and Impoſitians to divi 69 


ery - lay waſtbyoppoſing good Ordo and Gere: 


ment. OR, Y7 \Frien 5 VS | 
ver an e into tae 
Power ney 4 - had alſoaform 
or Order though” many have hag CERES ; 
withourthe Power. Ir's true, the form roche 
Power ma be valued bur as the ſhell ro the 
Kernel : Yer ct ſhell 1 4 et 
in irs place, and therefore nor to 

or ſpoiled; The leaves of the tree of life 
have a ſervice, though not ſo much as the | 
frune. Stand 


| iy 
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Stand faſttherefore iy che living Power- and 
form! - of - Godlineſs which you are already 
convinced of. And if any thing as yet be hud 
from'youz the Lord in due time. will reveal 
it, if you keep Faithful, quiet, meek , and 
render under your oWn. Do i bare 
Tritation, T know it will hardly ſtand a Trya/ 
for a lirtle profir, much leſs a Fiery Tryal, _ 
Wait to feel a real ſeryice-for God in ' what 
you do. There is no inſignificant needleſs 
things in the houſe of God though ſome 
things may ſeem to be {oat the filf Veiwto 
many as they did ro me. | 


Hence ariſes the great cry againſt Inmovati- 
ons, that is, making. new orders, forms, 
and changes. Butthough the deſign. in this / 
Cry isto reproach "Truth: Yer Fiſdom ever | 
was and will be juſtified of her-Ch:/dren. 
They know thar the > of the Lord may 
now as well as formerly make Circumſtances 
of Order and Government, \uitable ro the pre- 
ſent Occafions and Services of Truth. 
$4bmiſion to theſe things, cannot properly be 


''Þ Called Submins to men ( there lies the Com- 


mon miſtake) burto rhe Spirit of the Lordin 
them. And this is Chriſfts Spiritual Govern- 
ment or Government by his Spirit over the Spi- 


. Firs of his Pcople. Here is no ruling by our- 


ward 


(#9 
ward force -atid "violence, but by an inward 
power and: Authority which the Lord gives * 
| ro ſome according to his own Will, as it is 
written, ſome tobe Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 

ſome Teachers, fome helps and Governments, . 
( Helpers in: Governing ) and all for cdifying: 
| the” Body of Chriſt, Eph, 4- 12. 1 - Cor. 12. 
Were this Government well underſtood, all 
would be contented in their P/aces the Lotd 
hath ſet them,in all whiſperings and evi! fur-- 
miſings would' ceaſe.” "There would be an- 
univerſal bearing oneanothers Burdens, and {o/ 
fulfilling the Law of Chriſt. | 


; Little Children ic ariſes in me ro remind 
| youof whar is written, 1 ohr.-2. 19, That 
/ Þ luch asgo fromus, are nor off us, for if they 
\ | hadbeen of us, they would no doubr have 
continued with us, Ican never belieye ſuch 
havea right Spirit renewed within chem, / 
that ptefer not Feruſa/em above their chiet - 
Joy P/al. 137. 6. It rhey had had butany 
true - ſence of the publique Scandals of open | 
Enenties of 'ghe private mournings and heart- - ' 
Lreaking Sorrows of their dear tender Friends, 
ofthe ſtumbling Block inthe way of Friend(y, | 
ſober inquiring People, all. which certainly: 
follows and fallsheavv upon Seperation, they' © | | 
durſt neyer have ated and Printed Well [: i 
I ; Ye } 


hd 


- to himſelf to 


(ro ) - 
have read. Away with all Pretenders to 
* Truth, chat arenorrenderof its Honor. 


But what is the Subſtance ( if any ” Þ roy 
ſhould inquire) of all theſe Ont-cries and 
p/aints > In ſhort, mean are exalred and wo- 
men -. are «exalted. In true Love I delue 
every ſuch —_ to ſearch narrowly in-- 
cc ifthere be nothing in him, 
that thinks ir (elf not high enough eſteemed, 
and therefore pecks at others. ' Surely no 
Profeſſor of our bleſled (elf denying Principle 
dare like Heroftretus , fire a Temple to get a 


Name. Yer formerly I as linle _ 
as threw 'down Lordly power, would have ,. 
made themſelves Lords, as ſome now willbe. 


men of War, whoin derifioncall others G., F's 
men of War. But how are: men and wo- - 
men exalted By meeting a ny having 
Ceneral Meetings,to look to ordering - 
of things among parricular ings; What 
hurt can be in all this As to the CON- 
fider which Women are molt cx: and 
asit were eclipſe the Head-ſhip ofthe man ; 
Whether thoſethat defire to fir, and are tak- 
en in tofit in equal power and freedom to 
ſpeak and a&, Pro and Con, among themen 
in all Buſinefles; Or thoſe Women, who 
. mect by themſelyes, ordering all matters a- 
E Suk. mong 


tO 


baye not Friends generally had great 


4  difliked thisor 


Wer wWwewiw wmHij: ROOT a t0.n0 5b DYES 7 a T T = 


( um ) 


mong themſelves, ſuirable - and proper for 


them, according to the Wiſdom of God giv- 

cn to them, - all in Submifion to and with 
the conlene and unity oder mens _ 

Dr ares very Conſideration isenough to 

(natpnr es Fort rtial Man. And as 

hat Evil hasirdone? 


ro ry General Meeting, 


Spiritual and Tongs poral Atvnage 
"I Pure on an Soak an} > 
che more ers are 46 hoo 


temp uteri 

_ I know altogether 

bur nhbraee 
©, & firſt ſhould and would 
_ may of a right Spirit have kepr 
lace , and propo more 
erviable to Truth,a ad leſs liablic any be taine- 
&, and then no doub others would have 


ry With them: Bur it plainly 
þuntene” Ai ririt w find Fa. mg h whar © 
cannot m 


I know the matterspretended.co bein Con- 


it they 


= 


 troverſy, relating to Order, are but as 'mint 


and Cummin if compared to the great and 


weighty Concerns of Truth, which 
of y to bedone, yer the other nor 
undone. 


(i#2,) 
- | In Math. 23. 23. Judgment, Mercy and 
Faith are recorded tor the weighty things of 
the /xw, Now'pur theſero tryal. How can 
. he ay he is for J«dgment that diſpiſes the 
' Tudgment of his Brethren aſembled"in the 
; Power and Wiſdom of God to give it> How 
''1s he for mercy, that for a thing indifferent 
(according to his own Opinion ) will Sacr#- 
fe Truth wc (elf, and expoſe all irs Friends to 
the rage of an Ignorant violent Enemy? What 
Faith is that. which would'live in a larictide 
to temporize withall z ro have more names 
than' the Fathers written upon its Fore-head > 
Pure Nature will not{uffer any Vine to bring 
forth the Fruit or Leaf of a Bramble. Othe 
great abuſe this day of that precious Privi- 
ſedge, Liberty of Conſcience |: How many of | 
an evil Conſcience, will talk fluently fof its 
Liberty» How many ſtrain itfor advantage 
as if they would have it ſignihie, robeofany 
Religion, and thcctoreate fierce againſt any 
viſible Geſture or Form, that may diſtin= 
ruiſh them from others, crying out, Inpoſi- 
#07, Formatity, Ceremony, Human Inventi- 
ons, mans Orders, 8C. '  * f 


- Tn render Love 1] aclire fome would” bur 


Conſider, how ſhort 'they- fall of rhe Judg®= 
ment and Reaſon of men of more: _— 
rin- 


WEPH 
Principles, than what they pretend to. Heat 
what the Author of 4 ſeaſonable Diſcourſe 
againfs Popery, (aics, Printed by H: Broome 

page 35. What converſation can there be with 
theſe men ( {peaking of the Juſuirs ) who are 
under no obligatidns of Society, no Charatter of 
notice or diſinttion, who at the ſame time are 
Priefs and Hettors, Caſuits and Artificers, 
Presbyters, Ana-baptifts, Quakers, (and. why 
not*Epiſcopalians too ) Theifts, Atheiſts, and 
amidſfiall theſe very good Catholicks. Let any 
ſober man, faies: he, judge what kind of Reti- 


gion this w in it ſelf and how fit tobe encouraged 


and ſubmitted to. 
Thus dear young Friends, you may (ce 
how this kind of 1i is'condemned by 
men , as unhr for _ amon 
them, much more among you. Lord God 
of puriry, Peace and Heavenly Otder pre- 
ſerve. you, that we may all ſtrive roge 1er 
and not afſunder*for the .Faich and ſoun 
form of the Goſpel, Phil. 1.27. | 
If nowany of you ſhould defire-ro know 
whatI underſtand by that liberty of Conſci- 
ence, which many, and I among them, 
have ſozealoufly contended and deeply ſuffer-" 
edfor. ' Know inbrief, That itisa Liberty. 
for every man to try all things, as the Apo- 
{tle exhorteh z yer not tobe alwayes trying 
and neyer ſatisfied ; but when he has tryed 
all 


Ee 


(14) 
all; rhen to hold faſt that which in hisCon- | 
ſcience he finds belt, without being comp:1- 
ledby any outward force or punithment to 
Joyn or worſhip with any others. And fo 
likewiſe, that eycry body, Society, or Con- 
gregarion of Pcople have the fame freedom. 

l 
ies 


ff their ſeveral religious worſhips and excr-. 
ciles without  periccuting one another; all - 
livingin obedience tothe Civil Laws, that is 
{auch astend to the welfare of outward Con+ 
' cerns. And this is the true aut liberty ; and. 
not a 4iberty'for Members ct the ſame Body 
or Society rodiffer from each other, 1athings 
which deſtroythcir Charafter and Gozernment | 
among them. Bur ſeeing I am Ipcak- | 
ing of Lberty let me mind you of two things 
" more. Firlt of a plca I ofcen mectwirh, that - - 
there ary good mcn and bad of all Rel | 
ons. . And f@ by copepency ſecretly infi- ; 
nuating they Hy alike: Bug] hope you 
pcrcelye the Ycrpents FO1.y 1 argu- 
ing thus for all Religions, that it 1s to make - 
Peoples Conſcicnces pliable ro any Religion 
that may come uppermoſt, or rather indeed , 
to be of no Relig'on, that fo chey'may ſhun 
all ſufferings upon Religicus Accounts. + 
 Secondly,ofa Spirit which thinks to juſtify. 
its libery by quoting your ancient Friends ,as | 
Paul did the Athenian Poets for their Au- ; # 
thors. 4#s 17. 28. "7 


— 


Df humane 
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fſc&will be; for Pax! quore the Poets for 


Tight cnd/afd:' ted with ſome: -_ | 


hee, how can expect to rurn 5 

nat, Which the Ainhor they quote yet wing 

eſtifies is n6t theſenteof his wotds; tor the 
nent of his mind to have you turned unto: 


nn [o put 4 tvrong Interpretation. upon, atly mans 


itings, 14 4 very bad fart of Tmpoſition. 


Hold faf the profeſion-of Faith and' 
orm of - ſont! 'words; 2 Raps 13.” which 
eee received in the faith an Love of - 

Pcif Jeſus ; from which ſome-turn away: 

Df whom are P _ thatis, ſuch asſhun 
ie Cyc or ov of their: Brethren, and 
TmMogenes's , is,” fuch”as are born ' 

TY etl 2' Tim. 1/15. Matk” 
yhat a weighty {1 innificarion is in theſe very | 
names, Ichupon Record forthe Churches, | 


Aida fotithe teceaſed/Friends fore in 
tance, One ot them v:z. Tfanc Permin 
I haowr ws HT 
IMCS bjedted own ea ' rea 
2 over face to i. ons affecti 


EEE 


dohim right; Fneveceked him 


giveany Countenance, -bur rafhgr 
of his- words, which-was the fame 
as. ſome. now pur; upon thenu: "Bur - theit 
actionsnow-make-it manifeſt, 'they drive 
anomer cad then I'intended:'; And 1yerel 
oye he felt my Innocency; as fome 6thit 
have done eyen..in.my oppofingithen \fe 
he did nor cea(t camirg tome when'opps 
runity ſerved, and when wemet, and talk: 
 edof theſe: diflerences, his" labout fill-wi 
thar 1 would: Jay. aſide *char=Wiſdors atid 
Reaſoning which run me uponthoſe expoſi 
IONS: : rrocpang >)! 297 LIVOTE @ 23/237, JING 
IC =” 


gpdt 5 Hog) gd fulloged-95L 16h 
[well remerbber' the veryplace, whet 


- once as we;wererwalking and difcourſing a8 
bour Diſſenters, -L fell ro pleading for-a "0 
deration and compliance wirh'tthem upd6ti 
chis conſideraton;thar I lookedupon: thern; 
and the others tobe all as Schollars inChriſts 
Schookgouly: ſore werein ahigherahnd others 
in; lower Chaſs:otiform-:: Bar (this Comms 

Paritor $$. nor. reltihz-his ery ung 

ternuice'changed-atit; and to: this purpole' 

he; {lwered,: Ther the- Pence was far: 

otherwiſcg-and that there\wasw Spirit quite 
boy d 


_ congrary.toT:puch;:fi working: andet 
heir prerences; but;#tcriderneſs.and bowels" 
; / Of 


"> VId- 
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he of love addwede was in; bim. rowatds 
oll the innpcent among thetn.: \'!. 


4 AndI.fay the Truth in Chriſt, lic not, 
2 my conlcience'bearing me witneſs (Glory - 
rely 2cby nameOLord) c lhavegrra heavi- 
F. dad iawanttodrom form yl oa ods 

16 il under tht like miſtakeas 

{ce'not the tendency of the dividing Spites 

hne devices. And. when-I conſider whac 
\« Fwect -comfort _ Spiritual Refreſhmenc 
ve have had ' ago: in the ſervice of the 
GA Lord; © thar/lite (nor death P/al. 55. 15. ) 


oo: | rnd icize upon-them, faich'-my_ ſou! : t 
y:walk:in.. the. © of Chrils 


Miele flock, andfced their Kids by his ſhep- 


aFbardstents! For why ſhould ye be (O dear 

2 friends) as: thoſe thar are: vailed, turning 
Jaſide from the' flocks of his Companions > 
Let all thy Children ( OGod of Peace and | 
(«ove ) dayly more and more witneſs, how 
k&e (plcafant'ir isfor Brethren ro dwell togerher | 
;zÞn unity: And how fitly irs compared to 

- -Fhe- precious Ointment upon Aarons head, 
ran down to the very skirts of his Gar- 

ent,” viz. to: every member of the body ; 

\nd to the dew: of Hermon, that deicendec 

- $0 all chermnounains of Sion, viz:the Meet 

| his Chriſt, — the Lordcommand 


[ \ 
7% C 18 d) 
Ic ever,P/al. 13J. bo I + *pY 


_ So, tender:hearred Friends, feel the ſin- 
ccrity of my; Lite-in this Saluraion, Deſpi 
' notmy-Sprritua/youth, irsfreſh withunfeigns 
ed love ( praiſes to the Lord.) and I tu 
will ever be ſo, for a Spiritual Uniry, with 
out - which Truth will not - grow. My 
earthly, Tabernacle-declinesapace, and has 
ſtens to its cenecr,. but 'my love ro Gads 
heavenly Building (blefled be his Name ) by 
his powet' is enlarged ; and mySpirit rejoyc+ 
ethin feeling a:Remnanr zealous for it, and 
| <—o——_ mptomoting it throughall oppo 
Ons. | 4 1, | "Ty | \ | py 


I baveſcenthe fruit of Difcordamongorher}] | 
Gatherings, and what hurt the Spirir of D# 
- otrephes has done among them':'keep upon 
your. watch, little flock , hold' up your 
hearts and ſtand. in; the unity of the heavenly 
life and Amazeck can never prevail: No 
Weapon formed againſt you ſhall proſpers' 
And every thing that would be exalted over 
you, ſhall fall: But you that arewilling and: 
O dient,cycu you who in Gods holy Order, 
are equallywillingto boy ortQrule, to rule” 
or to obey as he pleaſerh rodilpoſe olyou 


: | 


” 4, ror oe 
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\  Sowith this I ſhall concludedeſiring you 
dcar young Friends to beware of running top 
faſt; its a great and- common temptation 
in youth. A ſlrong Confidence may {pring 
=e5 the hear of your A and may 
ou onto many things, yea even. to 
pubigu | 5 runny £08 baggy your true Mca- 
| Life. I have known and felt this to be 
 true,and havedceply (uffered for it. Peter bim- 
ſelf Fell ander fucha like Confidence,and was 
convinced, that it was a wrong zeal which 
made him ſay, Though all ſhould be offend- 
ed, yet would not he, Math 26. 3}. But he 
would fay ſo no more, when Chriſt tried 
him with a queſtion dire&ly to that purpoſe, 
John. 21.15. 


Bur I can tell you by experience how you 
may know when any motion is beyond 
your Mcaſure-. You will cerrainly feel ( as 
when your bodyes areſtrain'd keyond their 
natural ſtrength ) a weaknels and' flatneſs 
or as it were, a damp, fearor fainting will - 
__ upon your Spirits afterwards} eſpeci 
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litebringswith ir,” an inward” Byidence ( 
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"pope ah yecepaagies with the Lord, an 
feeling the inward Recompence of rewart] 
(not expeQing anything from Man) is bold 
in {peaking or aftingwhatircertainly:-knows 
co be juſt;and true 3 and having ſo. done; 1s 
| bolt andyaliant under alLoppotition againſt 
It, werrt © KP (LHTIO YE 431 


- So the God of love, keep you all faithful c 
-*- to your-Meaſureand diligent in your; place; '» 
- { all performing your Durtics to cach other un Þ.; 

- true humility and renderneſs according to: 
Scriprure: Sothall che Mountain ofthe Lords 
a. houſe be eſtablihedover of all Mountains, ' 
-; (all Garherings )and all Nations ſhallflow 
© untoit, T/ay. 2.2. r oP 


To:thy Name, blefled powerful God of 
Glory, who halt redeemed usfrom the lrom 
furnace, from the Law of ſin and Death, 
who artnow-purifying and gatheringto thy Þ 
- | ſelfapeculſar Peopletotttropetherinheavens: 
| ly places-in Chriſt Jets, call the pure] 

| chankmivings and holy: praiſes rerurned: for 

'" all thy merciesand favours for-Evermore.;»: 


+ | __ One thing moreariſes, ler nor this conie 
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